THE  GREAT SOCIAL REVOLUTIONS
Keenly intent, however, upon finding economic
causes for every important change in history, the ad-
herents of the Materialist Conception of History adopt
a very simple method: the economic consequences of
an event, of a movement, of a war, are declared to have
been its causes. And they have become nearly incapable
of seeing what a monstrous paralogism that is. If, for
instance, you point out to them that the English middle
classes never thought of furthering their economic
interests by the revolution, they will answer : of course
they did not think of it; men do not grow conscious of
the real causes; the English middle classes believed
they were fighting for religious and other ideological
reasons ; that is the secret of the transformation. And
if you reply that they even opposed Cromwell's measures,
his wars and the Navigation Act which laid the founda-
tion of their future economic welfare, they rejoin: no
matter what they thought or did ,* it is so. Or they put
it in this way: "It was the historical function of the
English Revolution to further the interest and the power
of the commercial middle class and to prepare the way
for capitalism ". Labriola attributed this function to
the Reformation, None of them is conscious of the
specious sophistry of the argument.
Of course, when we assume that a higher Power,
an Intelligence that is above human comprehension
and knowledge, directs events toward certain ends,
unknown to us but known to it, and that men are but
unconsciously carrying out the will and obeying the
directions of this unknown Power, then the Marxist
theory is perfectly logical and admissible* For in this
case the consequences, pre-existing in that unknown
Intelligence which is directing the course of history,
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